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unusual was noticed about the infant at its birth. A few days after a small 
nsevus was observed on the skin over the anterior fontanelle. The second 
week a small conical tumour appeared directly under the nsevus, about the 
size of a large pea, soft to the touch, and pressure appeared to cause some 
distress, especially if hard enough to make it disappear, which it would, 
but again appear on the pressure being removed. The child was occasion¬ 
ally seen during the next four weeks, nothing being done in the mean time, 
as I had hopes it might not increase very much. The child was not 
allowed to cry or fret, and its health otherwise was good. During the 
fourth week after the appearance of the tumour it rapidly increased in 
size. It was conical, circular at its base, about three-quarters of an inch 
in diameter, and about the same in height. A pulsation synchronous with 
the heart was plainly felt, and was also perceptible. Coughing or crying 
increased its size. Pressure sufficient to force it completely within the 
cranium seemed to have a benumbing effect similar to mild concussion. 
Knowing the usually fatal result of cerebral hernia, and believing the only 
chance for recovery was in arresting the increase of the tumour and wait¬ 
ing for the bony closure of the fontanelle, the following treatment was 
adopted as best calculated to meet the indications : A circular compress 
of tea lead with a diameter full twice that of the base of the tumour was 
sewed between two layers of chamois leather. This was placed in the 
centre of a strip of resin plaster (emplast. resinse) some six inches long. 
Gentle but firm pressure was made on the tumour, the size being diminished 
about one-half; not deeming it safe to use greater continued force than 
that, the scalp, pushed up on each side towards the hernia, in order to bring 
constant pressure on the tumour, and the plaster fastened at the ends first. 
It evidently gave some pain and uneasiness at first, but it soon passed off, 
and the infant appeared to notice it but little. This treatment was con¬ 
tinued until the end, excepting after a couple of months a small pad was 
placed between the lead compress and the adhesive plaster when greater 
pressure was made. There was no increase in size of the encephalocele 
after the dressings were first applied. They were not taken off except to 
change the adhesive plasters as often as it was found necessary. During 
the summer the little patient had a troublesome diarrhoea, probably due in 
part to artificial feeding. The plasters caused no irritation of the skin 
further than some itching. The child was very pale, but grew finely, and was 
as large and fat, notwithstanding his diarrhoea, as more fortunate infants. 
On his first birthday by chance I visited him, and found the fontanelle had 
closed, the cranium being firm when all the dressings were removed. There 
was some thickening of the extra-cranial tissues, but no pulsation or any 
of the former symptoms of encephalocele. The mevus of course remained. 
During the next three or four months he was again occasionally subject 
to attacks of diarrhoea In autumn he was carried on a visit to another 
State, where he was well, and has been since that time. He is very intel¬ 
ligent and active for a child 22 months old, seeming to suffer nothing from 
the usually fatal disease. 

There was also umbilical hernia, which was cured in a couple of months 
or more by a pad secured in place by a strip of adhesive plaster. 

Case of Spontaneous Reduction of an Inverted Uterus Eight Weeks 
Posl-Parlum. —By H. Hunt, M D., of Belloit, Wisconsin. 

I am induced to report the following case on account of its rarity. Prof. 
Thomas, in his treatise On the Diseases of Women, quoting only tw r o 
cases in which it occurred. 
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The subject, of this case was aet. 23, tall, thin, and feeble constitution, 
who was delivered of her first child August 3d, 1869, under the care of 
Dr. Merriman, after a natural but somewhat protracted labour. The 
after-birth was adherent, the cord very small and tender. The child was 
a female, weighing six pounds. Five days after confinement Dr. M. was 
called in to see his patient on account of some difficulty she experienced in 
voiding her urine, and while introducing the catheter he discovered the in¬ 
verted uterus low in the vagina. The next day I was called in consultation. 
Up to this time there had been considerable flooding and much uneasiness 
on the part of the patient, but not sufficient to create much alarm. Dr. 
Taggart being also subsequently called in consultation, he advised an opera¬ 
tion to restore the organ, to which a cordial consent was given on the part 
of all the physicians present, and the patient and her friends. Therefore, 
on the seventh day after confinement, Dr. Taggart, assisted by Drs. Strong, 
Merriman, and myself, made an unsuccessful attempt to restore the orgau 
under the influence of ether, which lasted about one hour, but without 
success, owing to the too rigid contraction of the circular fibres of the 
neck of the uterus. The rubber-bag pessary was introduced, an anodyne 
administered, and the patient placed in bed quite exhausted. Ten days 
after the operation L was called in to see both mother and child. The 
mother was quite feeble, and was labouring under a severe cough ; had had 
but little flooding, and the condition of the womb remained unchanged ; 
she nursed the babe, which had diminished in weight from six to three 
pounds. After making three or four visits both appeared much better, 
and I discontinued my attendance. She began to stand alone and walk a 
little four weeks after the operation, but without any apparent change in 
the condition of the womb. About this time she removed to a distant 
part of the city, and I did not see her again until the 1st of October, 
nearly two months after her confinement, when I found by an examination 
per vaginam that the uterus was completely restored to its normal character. 

According to my advice and instruction she had watched the progress of 
events as well as she could. About six weeks after delivery she noticed a 
change was taking place. The tumour was evidently rising high and 
diminishing in size, and this change continued to go on until she could 
not feel the tumour. So between the sixth and eighth week after de¬ 
livery nature restored the uterus without external aid. After weaning the 
child the catamenia appeared and she menstruated for two years thereafter 
and until her death, which occurred some six weeks ago of pulmonary 
hemorrhage. Her lungs were unusually tuberculated. 

Taking the history of this case in connection with the new doctrine of 
post-parlum involution by fatty degeneration, the probability is there 
would be but little difficulty in returning the womb at or about the sixth 
or seventh week post-partum, for at this time the fibres have but little 
contractility or power of resistance, and the body of the organ could be 
pretty readily passed through the neck by the hand and plug operation. 

Absorption by Suppurating Surfaces. By A. Young, M.D., of Pres¬ 
cott, Pierce County, Wisconsin. 

In the number of the American Journal of the Medical Sciences for 
July, 1873, page 140, Dr. John Ashhurst, Jr., in an article on iodoform, 
expresses his “ doubts whether drugs are absorbed to an appreciable amount 
by suppurating surfaces.” As bearing upon this subject, and for the 
benefit of those who might be led by so high an authority to omit due 



